Celebrating Abundance – Week 3 Reflections

Theme: Embracing the Newness Jesus Offers

To consider as you read the devotions:
As Brueggemann highlights in this week’s readings, we are prone to becoming resigned to things “as they are” in our life and ministries instead of believing and moving towards the new life that is possible. Reflect on the areas of your life, in the church or in the world where you hesitate to believe that God can create newness. What might this newness look like?

Biblical Reflection 

Read the following passage slowly. 
John 1:6-18
6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7 He came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. 8 He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. 9 The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.[a]
10 He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not know him. 11 He came to what was his own,[b] and his own people did not accept him. 12 But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, 13 who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God.
14 And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son,[c] full of grace and truth. 15 (John testified to him and cried out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks ahead of me because he was before me.’”) 16 From his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. 17 The law indeed was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 18 No one has ever seen God. It is God the only Son,[d] who is close to the Father’s heart,[e] who has made him known.
Some questions for your consideration.
· Spend time discussing the metaphors and images John uses to describe Jesus. What do we learn in this passage about who Jesus is and what he brings? 

· Jesus makes three important proclamations at the beginning of his ministry: the kingdom of heaven is near, repent and follow me (summarized by Brueggemann on pp. 44-45). Rank these kingdom truths from 1 (hardest) to 3 (easiest) based on your ability to live them out in daily life. How would life be different for you and those around you if you prioritized the one you find the most challenging? 

· John the Baptist puts Jesus before himself. We are told that he relinquishes power (“He who comes after me ranks ahead of me”) so that the fullness of Jesus’ grace and truth will be known. Like John, we are called to recognize that we are not the creators, or the origins, of the newness that is gifted to us. Our role is “response, receptivity, repentance, good fruit and beginning again” (p. 43). What power do you have in your life? What means of surrendering might God be calling you to this Advent?

