“Celebrating Abundance” - Week 1 Reflection Questions
Each week, we’ll offer some questions for you to consider and a spiritual practice. You are invited to read through the questions and consider any or all of them. 
Reflecting on Advent:
· What has been your experience of Advent and its traditions in past years? What are you hoping for this year? 

· Can you remember a time when God brought about something new in a situation that you thought was impossible to change?

To consider as you read the devotions:
· As you read through the devotions each day, make a note about the words or ideas that really speak to you. What brings you comfort? What challenges your way of thinking or understanding the world?

· Brueggemann reminds us that we often have more in common with powerful leaders than we are comfortable admitting. Looking at Brueggemann’s list of ways we must decrease on p. 13, discuss which ways of decreasing are the most challenging and why.

· Brueggemann reminds us that, through Jesus, “vicious cycles are ended, and life becomes possible” (11). What harmful cycles have you experienced or witnessed being broken? What ones still need breaking? How can they be broken?
